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writers who have been exiled from the Fascist
countries or have lost their civic rights. But in
the course of the proceedings other names were not
so much as mentioned ; such names as Ottwald,
Giinther, Tarassov, Rodianov, Rom, Mandelstam,
Tretiakov, Bezunienski, Jossiensky, Gronski, Kliuiev?
Why?

Why this conspiracy of silence around the cultural
reaction in Russia, about which we are all agreed in
private ? When we heard in Madrid that yet
another school had been bombed, Kisch remarked :
" When you hear of such horrors, when you realize
what our enemies are, then your courage returns
and again you feel inclined to defend everything
that has been done on our side, even the trials ! "

But does this argument really clinch the matter ?

It might be alleged that conditions in Russia
were here irrelevant, that what mattered was the
defence of Spain, and that everything that was liable
to impair this defence had to be avoided. This was
Bergamin's point of view. At the same time it must
be recorded that already at Valencia, the Russian
delegation, which again included the ominous Bola,
began by upsetting even the Spaniards by their
entirely gratuitous attack upon the Trotskyists.
From that moment it was clearly the main object
of the Russian delegation to get some sort of motion